
 

 
University of Aberdeen :: IT Services  Reviewed: 02/07/2025 
The University of Aberdeen is a charity registered in Scotland, No SC013683 

E x ce l -  t h e IF S  F u nc t ion 
 

What is the IFS function? 
The IFS function (available in Excel 2016 onwards) checks whether a condition (or series of conditions) is 
true, and returns a value (numeric, text or a calculation) for the first true result it finds. It can check up to 
127 conditions. If none of the condition are true, the function will return a #N/A value. 

Why would I use it? 
You can use it to account for different possibilities, instead of nesting multiple IF functions. 

What is the syntax for it? 
=IFS([Test for True1, Value if True1], [Test for True2, Value if True2],…[Test for True127, Value if True127]) 

Example 
Employees receive a different bonus percentage, depending on which department they work in. You can 
use an IFS function to calculate the correct percentage rate for each employee. 

 
=IFS(E2=$G$2,$H$3,E2=$G$3,$H$4,TRUE,$H$5) 

 

 

The final part of the formula (TRUE) is what you want to function to do if it has already ruled out 
all the preceding possibilities. In this example, if an employee works in any department other 
than Finance or Engineering, they will receive a 2.5% bonus, so we don’t need to set individual 
conditions for Admin or Marketing. 

Further information and help 
− Use MyIT to log calls with the IT Service Desk: myit.abdn.ac.uk  
− If you want to learn about any Microsoft product in more detail you can use Microsoft 365 help and 

learning for tutorials, videos and helpful hints 

https://myit.abdn.ac.uk/
https://support.office.com/
https://support.office.com/
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